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Letter from the President:  

 We have just completed the 19th Auburn Sym-

posium, and what a weekend it was!  It started Friday 

with another of our Master Beekeeper Program day of 

lectures, tests and practical evaluations.  Several bee-

keepers advanced in the structure of the Master Bee-

keeper Program and David Kelton, head of the pro-

gram, will give us the specifics.  David Kelton and his 

team all deserve a "job well done" pat on their backs 

for their hard work. 

Saturday brought us to the symposium. This 

was the highest attended symposium to date.  I don't 

have the exact figure, but 625 or so would not surprise 

me at all.  The speakers, workshops, vendor interac-

tion, discussions with fellow beekeepers and seeing 

good friends again made this an outstanding day.  Dr 
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Jim Tew and Vallie Tew put together an awesome 

program. 

A special thanks to Angela and Nolen Dooley, 

Carolyn and Ricky Grace, Bonnie Funderburg, Susan 

Ellis, 4 unnamed Extension ladies, and several other 

'drop ins' for providing the very good lunch that many 

of us enjoyed.  It gets better and better every year.   

Now is the time that I begin putting out the 

call for more Hospitality Help in preparing for our 

annual meeting September 26th & 27th at the Confer-

ence & Performing Arts Center in Clanton.  We will 

need 6 or 7 more workers at lunchtime to ensure that 

the lines flow as they should.  Enough of this now, but 

more is to come. 

 I hope everyone 

has a good, productive 

spring with a good honey 

flow, good bees, good 

weather and a good back. 

Ask for help. See y'all at 

the picnic on May 10, 

2014 at the Cullman Fair 

Grounds (rain or shine). 

Respectfully, 

Damon Wallace, President 

 

Letter from the Vice -President  

 

Gerry Whitaker, V/P 

Damon Wallace, Pres. 
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Gerry Whitaker, Vice President/Program Chairman 

has donated his space to the Alabama Master Bee-

keepers.  

Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer:  

Many thanks to all of those who helped with 

the meal at Auburn. Damon named several in his let-

ter, but he failed to mention his daughter who came to 

our rescue by shopping for us. Thank you Ellen. 

The date has been set for the picnic. The picnic 

will be on May 10th at the Cullman County Fair-

grounds, rain or shine, the same place as last year. The 

Alabama Beekeepers 

Association furnishes the 

meat, drinks, and paper 

products. We ask you to 

bring your own chair and 

a covered dish. There 

will be more about this 

in the April Stinger. 

Note this date on 

your calendar right 

now. 

We received dues from fifty-four members at Dr. 

Tewôs workshop at Auburn; but we still have several 

who have not paid their dues. If you have not paid 

your 2014 dues, yet, please send payment to: Bonnie 

Funderburg, Sect/Treas, 1260 Easley Bridge Road, 

Oneonta, Al 35121-4110. Make your check in the 

amount of $10 payable to ñAlabama Beekeepers As-

sociationò. If your address, telephone, or email has 

changed, please let me know or fill out a renewal form 

so we may keep your information up to date. The 

form can be found at www.alabamabeekeepers.com. 

I am excited about our annual meeting this 

year in Clanton at the Conference and Performing 

Arts Center. For the first time since I have been a part 

of the Alabama Beekeepers Association, we will have 

our registration table outside of the auditorium where 

our registration activities will not interfere with the 

program. 

We will have four serving lines at the meals. 

To accomplish this we need about sixteen people to 

serve the food at each meal, four on each line. If you 

are willing to help with this for one or more meals, 

please let me know. You would not miss class. Just 

come in about five minutes early, wash your hands, 

put on gloves, and youôll be ready to serve. You can 

call me at 205-625-3464, and I will put your name on 

the list. 

See you at the picnic in Cullman on May 10th. 

Bonnie Funderburg Secretary/Treasurer 

 BALDWIN COUNTY BEEKEEPERS  

 ASSOCIATION  
Beekeeping workshop on Saturday, March 8th 

from 8:00 AM until 4:00 PM. Cost $40.00 per person 

or $45.00 per family, if pre-registration is received by 

2/8/2014 or additional $5.00 at the door. Lunch will 

be provided. LOCATION: PZA Civic Park, 17833 

Hwy 104 Robertsdale, AL. (Lat. 30.545651°, Long. -

87.717983°). Make your check payable to Baldwin 

County beekeepers association and mail to Roger Be-

mis, P.O. Box 353, Bon Secour, AL 36511-0353 

There will be an open hive demonstration 

(weather permitting), so bring your protective gear if 

you want to participate in this activity. 

For additional information, please call Roger 

Bemis at 251-213-0168 or email at bemis-

roger@hotmail.com .  

 

2014 QUEEN REARING CLASS and 

WORKSHOP 

Saturday, March 29, 2014 

 How to Raise Queens, Mark and Clip Queens, 

and Make Splits starts at 9:00 AM until 4:00 PM at 

Foley Public Library, 319 E. Laurel Ave, Foley Ala-

bama 36535. (Lat. 30.406736°, Long.-87.678972°). 

Registration fee (includes meal) = $75.00. Make your 

check payable to PAPAôS WILD  HONEY. Send pay-

ment to Roger Bemis, P.O. Box 353, Bon Secour, AL 

36511-0353. For further information, feel free to call 

251-213-0168 or 251-233-0168 OR e-mail bemis-

roger@hotmail.com. Bring protective gear. There will 

be door prizes and refreshments. If you know of oth-

ers that may be interested in the class, please forward 

this information.  
 

Saugahatchee Beekeepers Association  

Saugahatchee Beekeepers Association (SBA) 

Bonnie Funderburg, Sec/Treas. 

http://www.alabamabeekeepers.com/
mailto:bemisroger@hotmail.com
mailto:bemisroger@hotmail.com
mailto:bemisroger@hotmail.com
mailto:bemisroger@hotmail.com
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is made up of members from Lee, Chambers, Macon 

Russell and Tallapoosa Counties. In 2004, Sau-

gahatchee Beekeepers Association was founded when 

a core group of individuals felt the need for a local 

club. From that group of five our club has grown to a 

sizable membership of 145 individuals. Thanks to the 

support of the Lee County Extension Office, we hold 

our meetings at their facility.  Our bi-monthly meet-

ings are held the first Tuesday of the even numbered 

months throughout the year.  At each of these meet-

ings we host a speaker to present a topic of interest to 

the club that is directly involved with the honey bee, 

all with the intent of growing our understanding and 

appreciation of this amazing creature.  We have en-

joyed programs from local subject specialists ranging 

from refresher courses pertaining to the needs of the 

honey bee based on the time of the season, local doc-

torôs giving details on allergic reactions to bee stings, 

State of Alabama rules and regulations concerning the 

ñcottage industry lawò and the requirements of label-

ing a jar of honey to be sold.  At least once a year we 

will have a state apiary inspector bring us up to date 

on any changes in the apiary laws and answer any 

questions or concerns that a member may have.   

SBA club activities start the year with an eight

-week beginning beekeeping class which started the 

first week of January.  Georgia Master Beekeeper 

Damon Wallace, one of our five charter  members, is 

the instructor for this course.  The course takes the 

new beekeeper from the types of honey bees, diseases, 

assembling the parts of a hive then the actual installa-

tion of package bees into the new beekeepersô equip-

ment.  This year we have welcomed thirty-two new 

beekeepers who are participating in the class.  SBA 

maintains a list for new members who can contact 


