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Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer  

I had a great time working with the food at Dr. Tew's ACES Symposi-

um.  I don't have an exact number but I know we had a large crowd there.  

Many thanks to all of those who helped with the food and thanks to Mary 

Swann for manning the ABA booth. 
 

There are still several people who have not paid their dues.  The dues 

are $10 and can be sent to: Alabama Beekeepers Association, 1260 Easley 

 Here it is the end of February and 

Iôm trying to find time to put pollen traps 

and supers on. Itôs a busy time for me as 

Iôm sure it is a busy time for you. With the 

ACES Symposium over and the master 

beekeeper symposium completed, both 

very successful, we look forward to May 

and our spring picnic. 

 We have a new editor for The 

Stinger. Jerry Carter has taken over effec-

tive this edition. Iôm excited that he has volunteered to take on this tremendous 

responsibility. We may see a change in the format whether on the Internet or by 

mail. I think youôll like what he has to offer. The next time you see Jerry be 

sure and thank him for stepping forward. 

 And while weôre shaking hands, the next time you see Lonnie tell him 

how much you appreciate the 14 years that he was the editor and what a good 

job he did. We will miss him. Also, I want to thank David Kelton for stepping 

in as the temporary editor of The Stinger. I think he did a great job. 

 Itôs been a wet spring, or late winter, and Iôm anxious to get out to see 

how my bees are doing. I know you are too and I hope you find that your bees 

have over-wintered well and that you have a bountiful harvest. I hope Iôll see 

you in May at the picnic. 

       Gerry Whitaker 

Letter from the President  
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Bridge Road Oneonta, Al 35121.   
 

Some upcoming events for the as-

sociation are the Alabama Beekeepers An-

nual Picnic and the Annual Conference. 

The picnic will be held this year on May 

7th at Lanark Pavilion at the Alabama 

Wildlife Federation, 3050 Lanark Road, 

Millbrook, AL 36054.  There will more 

information on this picnic in the next 

Stinger. 
 

This year's annual meeting has been scheduled for September 30th and 

October 1st, 2016 at the Clanton Conference and Performing Arts Center in 

Clanton, Alabama.  More details will be in future Stingers concerning this 

meeting. 
 

Thanks to David Kelton for getting out a December Stinger and con-

gratulations to Jerry Carter, the new editor of The Stinger.  I am sure he will do 

a great job. 

 

                                                                                         Bonnie Funderburg 

 

Letter from the Editor  

 February was a busy month for the Alabama State Beekeepers Associa-

tion.  We had the ACES symposium and the master beekeepers program, as  

Gerry Whitaker has mentioned.  More on that later in this issue, first I would 

like to say that I am happy to be the new editor of The Stinger.  I really should 

say ñweò because my wife has helped tremendously with this issue.  After put-

ting together just one issue I have a new respect for Lonnie Funderburg doing 

this so many years.  Many thanks to him for such a long service as editor.   

 While I am thanking people I would like to include everyone who con-

tributed to this issue.  I thought I would be struggling to get some content to 

print so I reached out to a lot of people for articles, everyone was quick to help 

out. Some very busy people took time out to send me an article.  The ACES 

staff also helped by contributing pictures from the symposium.   
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 We have a lot to look forward to in the coming months.  Winter is about 

over, soon swarms of bees will be trying to leave our hives while we frantically 

try to make them stay, or at least keep them out of the neighbors house.  I hope 

everyone is ready for SpringðI know I am! As Bonnie mentioned, the annual 

picnic will be held at Lanark Pavilion at  the Alabama Wildlife Federation in 

Milbrook, Alabama on May 7th.  For those who want to plan early, here are the 

directions.  

DIRECTIONS TO LANARK FROM I -65 NORTH FROM MONTGOMERY: Take 

I -65 North to Exit 179 (Prattville/Millbrook) Turn right (go east) on Cobbs Ford 

Road approximately ¼ mile and turn left on Edgewood Drive (first paved road 

to the left past Chevron). At the ñTò in the road, go right approximately İ mile 

and turn left onto Lanark Road.  

FROM I-65 SOUTH FROM BIRMINGHAM: Take I -65 South to Exit 179 

(Prattville/Millbrook) Turn left (go east) on Cobbs Ford Road approximately ¼ 

mile and turn left on Edgewood Drive (first paved road to the left past Chevron). 

At the ñTò in the road go right approximately İ mile and turn left onto Lanark 

Road.  

To the Lanark Pavilion Stay Straight on Lanark road- do not turn right or left. 

Follow the signs to parking area.  

       Jerry Carter  

Claybird Bee Education Association  

 Claybird Bee Education Association founder, Damon Wallace, will be 

making his 6th trip to Haiti in early March with the Association's work to im-

prove the life situations of families in the Bombardopolis area of the country 

with beekeeping. This trip promises to be the best yet, through meetings and 

classes with many beekeepers interested in Langstroth equipment and manage-

ment, as well as talks to open new markets for products of the hive for the bee-

keepers. More to follow in future issues.  

Damon Wallace                                                                                               

President-Claybird Bee Education Association                                                    

A 501 (c)3 organization 
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 The 21st annual Auburn Coop-

erative Extension System Beekeeping   

Symposium was held on February 6th  

in Clanton Alabama.  562 people filled 

the Clanton Conference and Perform-

ing Arts Center to share their experi-

ences and to learn from some of the 

most knowledgeable beekeepers in the 

country.  This event continues to grow  

in size and importance as beekeeping 

becomes more popular.   

 I talked with some of the people in attendance and the hot topic seemed 

to be oxalic acid.  Dr. Marion Ellis gave a presentation 

titled The History and Use of  Oxalic Acid for Control-

ling Varroa Mites that was very informative and Jennifer 

Berry also talked a bit about it in her afternoon presenta-

tion.  As of this printing the use of oxalic acid as a con-

trol for varroa has not been approved by the state of Ala-

bama.  I spoke with a representative of Brushy Mountain 

Bee Farm, a supplier of oxalic acid, and Wes Caudle, the 

state inspector for my area, and it seems the state is wait-

ing on paperwork from the manufacturer that it needs for 

approval.  Wes did state his concern that beekeepers 

would use an unapproved source of oxalic acid which may harm the hives in the 

long term. 

 There were many other topics and speakers, as well.  Lonnie Funder-

burg  put together an impressive beginner beekeeping program that covered the 

basics of keeping bees, while Dr. James Tew lead an all star list of speakers at 

the main program.  It was like two seminars in one.  Congratulations to all the 

speakers for a great job. 

 A lot of effort and behind the scenes work goes into putting on this 

event each year.  From organizing and arranging the speakers to preparing the 

meal.  Also the vendors come a long way with orders filled for eager beekeep-

ers.  Thanks to all who made this yearôs ACES symposium a success.  Hereôs 

hoping this event continues for many years to come.                        Jerry Carter 

2016 ACES symposium 

Dr. James E. Tew 

2016 ACES Beekeeping Symposium  
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Young Beekeeper Program 
Update  
by Roslyn Horton  
 

 A hearty THANK YOU to 

everyone who has been involved with 

making the program possible up to this 

point. As promised in the last Stinger, 

the Young Beekeeper Program is now 

completed and available on our associ-

ation website, alabamabeekeepers.com. 

If you have not seen it yet, a section 

labeled "Youth in Beekeeping" is listed 

near the bottom left of the page. The 

links to the program documents are in 

that section. One link is a promotional 

flyer, meant to be posted on bulletin 

boards or handed out, the other is the 

actual contract that outlines the re-

quirements of each party involved and 

what their role is.    

 I would urge all active local association members to review the pro-

gram. The document is lengthy but comprehensive. One of the reasons we 

chose the logo being used is that the Program is a partnership between three 

entities - ABA, local affiliate clubs and the student/applicant. The ABA hexa-

gon is filled in and the names that would fill the others will vary from year to 

year. Each entity's requirements for a successful partnership are outlined. 

 Students wishing to participate in the program are required to submit an 

essay to their local beekeeping club along with signed paperwork that both they 

and their parents understand and are willing to comply with the requirements of 

the program. From there the local beekeeping club completes the application 

package as they are the ones that help bear costs and will mentor and teach for a 

period of 24 months. Just to be clear, the young person must be from a non bee-

keeping background. The program is designed to train new beekeepers so appli-

cants with beekeeper first or second degree family members are not eligible.  

http://alabamabeekeepers.com
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Beekeeping is a truly perfect hobby for many people, including myself. 

Keeping bees combines the passions and skills I have into one sweet hobby. 

Long before being a beekeeper, I loved building and designing with my hands. 

Woodworking threads itself seamlessly throughout beekeeping, giving me a 

great way to justify the two. Iôm constantly inspired by my beekeeper peers, as I 

feel beekeepers as a group are the most ingenious and curious people I know. 

This is why there are so many opinions, as every beekeeper works hard at what 

works for them. Anyone who has kept bees for more than a year will agree with 

me when I say it is work. Fortunately for me, it is work that I love, work I get to 

share with so many people. You canôt be a beekeeper without investing sweat 

equity into the bees, summer days are long for the bees and their keepers. Fortu-

nately if we get worn and tired, we get to go to bed instead of being unceremo-

niously carried away by an up and comer house bee. 
 

Academically, I split my time in school between learning about food 

and business. Professionally, I have spent most of my years with some affilia-

tion with a kitchen. The past six years, Iôve used my food knowledge as a chef 

for Cooking Light Magazine. Writing, tasting and developing new recipes is 

how my days are typically spent. Iôve always had knack for business, so I 

turned to beekeeping during the weekends and evenings to meet that desire. If 

done properly, beekeeping can be a very financially rewarding hobby. For the 

beekeepers with only a couple of hives, it is easy to spend all the money made 

from honey on gadgets. From pollen traps to flow hives, there is always an ea-

ger supplier willing to take your honey money. 
 

More than a year ago, my wife, Stephanie, and I started Foxhound Bee 

Company, which is really a front 

for one of my other passions, 

teaching. I earnestly love talking 

about bees and am constantly e-

mailed to answer questions. Bees, 

beekeeping and beekeepers are 

intimidating to beginners, the ter-

minology is confusing and 

Foxhound Bee Company ð by Adam Hickman  
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opinions are hot and ready to fly. Iôm not an expert on bees, but recognize begin-

ners need a source to turn to which is why we have been successful with our 

business so far. We have kept bees in ten frame hives (with and without founda-

tion) and top bar hives as well. We know why eight frame hives are great and 

see the appeal in not treating bees with pesticides. There are a lot of ways to 

keep bees and only a few wrong ways. Our business is built on helping new bee-

keepers navigate their new hobby and to find what is the best for them and their 

bees. 
 

Though we love teaching, love doesnôt pay the bills. For Foxhound Bee 

Co, we have committed a lot of time to providing ten, eight and five frame 

equipment, as well as top bar hives. We often get calls asking if we carry veils or 

beekeeping gadgets. We donôt right now for two reasons: 1) Space is limited and 

there are so many options, we choose not to carry any. 2) We want to help bee-

keepers with what they will need the most, woodenware. Every beekeeper will 

need equipment to keep their bees in, so we provide high quality bee hives that 

will last longer than you will. We believe it is important to bring a value to you 

through education and quality equipment.  
 

We have found the hardest part of turning our hobby into a business is 

the legal side. Staying on top of purchases, LLC filings and sales taxes have 

been difficult. There are many moving parts when it comes to conducting busi-

ness on the ñup and up.ò It is a constant struggle, as in life, to do the right thing. 

It is a complicated process running a small business and the state and federal 

regulations make it even more difficult. Maybe the government will uncompli-

cate things at some point in my lifetime.. 
 

There is a real temptation in beekeeping, as well as in our business, to 

grow, grow, grow. There is a reason beginner beekeepers are advised to only 

keep two hives to begin with. The reasoning applies to beekeeping as well as to 

our business, it is better to do a few things well than to do many things poorly. 

We haven't bought a building for our business, nor have we quit our day jobs. 

We need the boat to come much closer to the dock before we make the jump. 

Overcommitting and overinvesting is our biggest temptation, but we try to 

ground our business and temper our growth. The turtle beats the rabbit every 

time you read the book, and it is our goal to grow gradually. Our 2016 goal is to 

introduce ourselves to Alabama Beekeepers, including all of you, and to build a 

reputation for friendly service and quality equipment.  
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The downside of going slowly is profit comes slowly, but it comes 

consistently and for the long term. But slow profit is worth it if it doesnôt jeop-

ardize the business or the family. Happy Beekeeping! 

 

                                                                                  Adam Hickman 

 

To learn more about Foxhound Bee Company visit foxhoundbeecompany.com 

Alabama Master Beekeeper Program  
 

 The Alabama Master Bee-

keepers had their annual certifica-

tion program at the Clanton Per-

forming Arts Center on February 

11th through the 13th, 2016.  The 

program first began at Dr. Jim 

Tewôs annual symposium in Feb-

ruary 2010 at Auburn University 

with our first organization meeting.  

We had an overwhelming interest 

to start an Alabama Master Bee-

keeper Certification Program.  On average 30 to 50 students participate in the 

program each year since it began.  We now have over 18 Alabama Master Bee-

keepers. 

 I would like to thank Dr. Jim Tew and Jerry Hayes for all their support 

and help since day one as instructors and advisors. 

 I am filling in for Keith Fletcher, chairman, his mother became seri-

ously ill from complications due to a car accident and he had to leave early 

Friday.  Please keep his family, especially his mother, in your prayers.   

If you would like to participate in this program and become an Ala-

bama Master Beekeeper go to www.alabamamasterbeekeeper to begin a great 

learning adventure in beekeeping. 

 Thanks, 

 David Kelton AMB 

Students testing for Apprentice level 

Congratulations to Joesph Austin and Roger Austin for becoming the newest 

Alabama Master Beekeepers.  Congratulations, as well, to all level graduates. 

http://www.foxhoundbeecompany.com
http://www.alabamamasterbeekeeper
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How I  Accidently Wrote A Beekeeping Book ð                               
by Michael Bush  

I apologize for so much rambling in this story, but it is how I got to 

where I am in beekeeping and it rambled a bit when I was living it as well. 

When I first started, I thought getting bees would be a good way to get 

free honey.  I had no idea how much it would cost in time, effort and money.  I 

didnôt know it was cheaper to just buy the honey, and I also did not know that 

bees were addicting.  I donôt know why the Surgeon General has not required 

warning labels on beekeeping things, but really they should come with some kind 

of warning.  I was dirt poor at the time and a carpenter, so I built my own equip-

ment from scrap wood and did cutouts and trap outs to get bees.  I had no idea 

what I was doing and only had a veil and gloves (I didnôt know full suits existed) 

so I got stung a lot.  The state bee club met 500 miles from where I lived so I was 

on my own.  Eventually I met another beekeeper and learned a little from him.  

My real teachers were the bees and old books from the library.  C.C. Miller, G.M. 

Doolittle, A.I. Root and Roy Grout (Hive and the Honey Bee). Eventually I was 

more prosperous and bought many bee books and got  subscriptions to the maga-
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zines.  But as time went on, it seemed to me that the magazines were just about 

new gadgets and spending money, so I dropped them.  Bees did not change 

month to month, so what was I going to read about that required a monthly up-

date? 

From the beginning I was totally obsessed with bees.  They were by far 

the most fascinating creatures I had ever studied.  I get a bit obsessed about an-

ything I am learning about, but other things I would eventually reach the end of 

what I wanted to know about them.  With bees this eventually happened, at 

least somewhat.  I got busy with other things and the bees didnôt really change.  

They did their work and I did mine and I harvested honey.  From time to time I 

would try some different genetics or experiment with some new idea like two 

queen hives or horizontal hives, but that initial obsession seemed to wear off. 

From fairly early I had Buckfast bees.  I liked them a lot.  They win-

tered well in my climate and were very productive and gentle.  When the tra-

cheal mites came I didnôt notice.  Buckfast bees had been bred to resist tracheal 

mites.  When the Varroa mites arrived I was unaware that they were a problem.  

Several years after the tracheal mites had arrived, all my bees died. I could not 

figure out why so I just got more bees and all of them died too. I knew then that 

something was happening that I needed to understand.  So I got caught up read-

ing about the mites and the problems.  Thatôs when I realized it was Varroa.  

Part of my problem, though, was that I had been keeping bees without treat-

ments now for decades and the idea that you had to put insecticides in the hive 

(re labeled as acaracides) was abhorrent to me on all levels.  First, I donôt use 

insecticides.  I donôt spray them on my fruit trees or use them in my yard.  I 

have preached against them for years in defense of my bees.  Why would I put 

them in a beehive?  All the beekeepers I had known through the years would 

give you a lecture on the evils of pesticides and the ñtreadmillò aspect of them.  

The pesticide treadmill is the fact that in killing a pest you also kill their ene-

mies and then you make the problem worse.  For example, if you want to max-

imize the aphids, you spray for aphids.  This kills the lady bugs and other in-

sects that eat the aphids and then the aphids are worse because there are no 

predators.  The same with mosquitoes.  To maximize the population of mosqui-

toes is easy.  Just spray for mosquitoes.  You will kill off all the dragonflies 

(directly) and starve other insectivores (bats, birds etc.) that are dependent on 

the mosquitoes and when the next batch of mosquitoes emerges  there will be 

nothing or little for to eat them.  So I was philosophically opposed to treating 
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from the start.  But at the time I could find no one who said it was possible.  

Everything I read said that if you did not treat for Varroa mites, the bees would 

all die.  That had been my experience so far, so I couldnôt argue with that con-

clusion.  I started looking for any nonchemical solution.  I bought screened bot-

tom boards because that was about the only nonchemical solution being touted 

and it would help me monitor the Varroa mites. 

Finally, one day when scouring the beekeeping catalogs I ran into an 

entry for ñsmall cell foundation.ò  The blurb said that it was useful in control-

ling Varroa but should only be used by experienced beekeepers.  I had been 

beekeeping, at that point, for 26 years so it seemed to me that I was experi-

enced, yet I had no idea what it was I should know that an inexperienced bee-

keeper wouldnôt know about how to use small cell foundation.  So I started 

searching for information on ñsmall cell foundation.ò  This led me to 

Beesource.com and the writings of Ed and Dee Lusby.  Finally I found someone 

who not only BELIEVED it was possible to keep bees without treatments but 

someone who had a thousand hives they were keeping without treatments.  The 

basis of the small cell argument, that enlarged bees were the problem, made 

sense, but it also made sense that if enlarging the bees was a bad idea, shrinking 

them might be just as bad.  Why not let the bees build the comb they wanted?  I 

had experimented with natural comb in the past but not from the point of view 

of cell size, so I let the bees build what they want (foundationless frames) and 

measured.  Sizes varied, but it was not unusual to find 4.6mm cells in the core 

of the brood nest.  Small cell is 4.9mm.  Once I saw that the bees would build 

that small on their own, I wasnôt so worried about it, but still it seemed easier to 

let them build what they want.  What is more, it was a much easier argument to 

make that letting the bees build what they want was a step in the right direction, 

rather than argue what natural cell size is. 

Part of the result of the arrival of Varroa was that I suddenly had hun-

dreds of experiments I wanted to try and up until then I usually had around four 

hives (give or take three) and those experiments would require more bees.  So I 

started expanding.  But in the process I had to figure out how to work less in 

order to keep up with those extra hives. The other thing that happened was that I 

started posting things on Beesource (a forum on beekeeping). When I started I 

used my real name, thinking (erroneously I soon discovered)  that people  

couldnôt get emotional about beekeeping so I saw no value in anonymity.  As I 
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found myself describing things for which I needed a picture (and you could not 

post one on the forum at the time) I would post pictures on my web site and 

links in the posts.  Some things needed longer descriptions, and the question 

would get repeated often, so I would post longer answers on my web site.  As 

the website grew I bought a domain (bushfarms.com) and started putting each 

topic on its own page.  As it grew people began asking me to write a book.  I 

really didnôt have time.  One day when I was speaking at a bee conference 

someone came up with a three ring binder that was quite thick and asked me if I 

knew what it was.  I did not.  It was my web site printed out.  So I started telling 

people who asked about a book, that I already wrote one, and itôs available for 

free online.  Eventually I reorganized the web site into a book and published it.  

And that is how I accidently wrote a book on beekeeping. 

                                                                                          Michael Bush 

 

Early Spring Management ðby Rusty Hivetool  

 

This article was prompted by the discussion at a recent bee meeting. 

My wife says that I attend too many bee meetings. Maybe so; but, thatôs where 

I learn. The program at the aforementioned bee meeting was not strictly Early 

Spring Management. The questions from some of the newer beekeepers simply 

steered the discussion in this direction. Of course, it goes without saying that 

there were differing responses to the questions; thatôs the nature of beekeeping 

and part of the fascination. I have said this before, and it should be repeated. 

Whenever you are discussing bees, be sure both of you are in the same location. 

Weather, plants, and bees change from place to place. 

 

Read. Some of the beekeeping supply catalogs have a wealth of infor-

mation in addition to their products. Go to your local bee meeting. Listen. Ask 

questions. Learn from other beekeepersô mistakes. Read your monthly beekeep-

ing magazine.  

 

Take inventory. You say that you are not in business and that this is 

just a hobby. Regardless, you should know what you have on hand. There is a 
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lead time for almost everything you might need during the coming year. How 

much woodenware is available for assembly? Do you have the necessary founda-

tion? How many empty jars are back there? Do you have the lids, the labels, the 

seals, and the granulation labels? Do you have enough feeders for the number of 

hives that you now own? Where is your nuc? Every beekeeper should have at 

least one nuc. Is your nuc ready for a split? 
 

One of the characteristics of successful people is that they set goals and 

they write down their goals. Have you set any beekeeping goals for 2016? Now is 

the time. 
 

Our beekeeping activities at anytime of the year are either inside or out-

side. My mentor told me that 75% of beekeeping is in the shop. I have not made 

any accurate analysis of his statement. I merely pass it along as coming from a 

very experienced beekeeper. So, what are our inside activities in early spring? 

While the weather is encouraging me to remain indoors, I think about cleaning out 

some of the clutter in my shop so I can work efficiently. Actually, cleaning out 

some of the clutter allowed me to work, period. The first thing that comes to mind 

is constructing new and repairing old woodenware. About a year ago, I had the 

privilege of visiting with a very experienced and knowledgeable beekeeper. In his 

shop, I saw what appeared to be a wooden refrigerator. Actually, it was a stack of 

assembled frames, with foundation, that was the size of a refrigerator. You may 

not need to construct that many frames; however, you should have a supply of 

frames prepared for spring management. What for? For replacing old or damaged 

or irregular or disfigured frames, new frames for those packages you ordered, 

maybe for a swarm you are going to collect. Record this, print it, post on the wall, 

ñAnticipate, donôt react!ò I credit Dr. Tew with that bit of wisdom. He may credit 

someone else. My wife would say, ñThey donôt spoil,ò referring to the stack of 

frames. So, have some frames on hand. Put a coat of paint on all your stored su-

pers. Painting, likely my least enjoyable activity, should be thought of as saving 

money because that woodenware is going to last longer before you need to pur-

chase replacements.  
 

What are your plans for this spring? You have made plans for this spring, 

havenôt you? Are you going to make an increase? Are you going to make splits? 

Purchase nucs? Purchase packages? Collect swarms? No! Are you going to sit 

tight? It is really challenging to just sit tight. The bees do not just sit tight. Either 

make splits or attempt to collect swarms. You will need some more frames and 

boxes with a bottom board and lid; at least one complete empty hive is my recom-
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mendation. With the current beekeeping situation, someone will buy your splits 

should you wish to maintain your current number of colonies. 
 

If you use them, where are your queen excluders? I sure hope you did 

not leave a queen excluder on over the winter. Go out there a soon as you can 

and move that queen excluder up above the inner cover. If the queen excluder 

has too much burr comb, bring it inside and clean it. OK. All your queen exclud-

ers are inside. Clean them. If your queen excluders have wooden frames, paint 

that wooden frame.  
 

I hope this is not too offensive. Did you clean your extracting and bot-

tling equipment last season? No? Well, do it now! As soon as it is 60Á F. (16Á 

C.), put your equipment out where the bees can get to it, and they will clean off 

every molecule of honey. 
 

Do you plan to feed your colonies before the nectar flow begins? Pre-

pare the sugar syrup. Add a little lemongrass oil. How much sugar syrup and 

how much lemongrass oil? I am not sure. Just have some sugar syrup available 

for use as soon as you determine that a colony needs feeding. 
 

Are you planning to raise one or more queens for those splits or just to 

re-queen colonies that have old queens? Is everything ready to raise queens? 
 

Finally, now the weather is nice enough to go outside one day. What am 

I planning to do? John Mynard wanted it to be above 60Á F. (16Á C) before he 

would open any of my colonies for inspection. When we have one of those 

warm days, I suggest that you check the flight activity at each entrance. Much 

about the condition of a colony may be discerned by simply observing the com-

parative flight activity. I refer to the article in the August 2015 Stinger regarding 

colony inspection. Just as I did one day in January, you may find a deadout. 

Deadouts happen. Donôt be discouraged. Deadouts happen to the best beekeep-

ers. Donôt just leave the empty hive out there. Save the drawn comb and wood-

enware. If you are unsure of the reason for the deadout, enlist the assistance of a 

more experienced beekeeper. Be prepared for him to say, ñI donôt know.ò 
 

Check the stores in each hive by picking up the back of the hive just 

enough to get a feel for the weight of the hive. It does not take much experience 

to learn which hive is heavy with plenty of stores and which hive is light and 

needs feeding. You have already made up you sugar syrup, right?  
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Do you have any pollen substitute or other bee feed? It is not too soon to 

put these on your colonies. I once heard a queen breeder say that he put pollen 

patties on between Christmas and New Years. A caution here, monitor the stores. 

It is very easy for a colony to build up and starve before the nectar flow begins. 
 

When it is warm enough to open the brood chamber, very carefully 

check for queen activity such as eggs, larvae, and capped pupae. Again, refer to 

the August 2015 Stinger regarding colony inspection. That very experienced and 

knowledgeable beekeeper, that I visited a year ago, could ascertain the age of the 

capped pupae by the pattern of eggs, larvae, and capped pupae on the frame. By 

the time you are making this first season inspection, your bees could be in their 

second or third brood cycle. What are you going to do if, Heaven forbid, you see 

no signs of queen activity? Do you have any plans? 
 

When do you plan to add surplus supers? When did you add surplus su-

pers last year? Didnôt you start keeping some record of your beekeeping activi-

ties? So, start keeping that record now! 
 

What is your plan when someone calls about a swarm of bees in their 

yard? Thatôs another chapter, altogether. 
 

Think! Itôs part of what separates us from the machines. 

 

       Rusty Hivetool 

One More Thought From The Editor  

 

 I wanted to mention that The Stinger is for all Alabama beekeepers.  I 

would like to hear what you think.  Do you know a long time beekeeper we 

should do a feature on or have an idea for an article to put in an upcoming issue?    

Is your county club having any events or activities?  Send  your ideas to      

carterbees@charter.net. 
 

 I have also added a poll to The Stinger...Most of the time it will be just 

for fun, sometimes I may use it to find out what you would like to see in a future 

issue.  This monthôs question is...How do you treat your beehives?  Go to      

http://kwiksurveys.com/p/qj6UeOJP?qid=639348 to take part in this poll.  Hope 

to hear from you. 

        Jerry Carter 
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Lookout Mountain Honey Bees  

As one of the founders of the Alabama Masters Beekeeping Program 

and one of only two Certified Welsh Honey judges in the state, David and I 

want all beekeepers, beginners to masters to prosper in their beekeeping hobby.  

We are a husband and wife team who both keep bees as a hobby and there is 

nothing more rewarding for us than seeing a beginning beekeeper that we have 

mentored, sold packages to, or built their bee equipment learn beekeeping skills 

and prosper with their bees.                                                                          

 We not only teach classes at different functions in Alabama, we teach a 

beginner course each year to get more people interested in one of Godôs most 

precious creatures.                                                                                        

 This is not just a job for us, this is a hobby that is dear to our hearts.  

We talk to hundreds of beekeepers and people that are interested in becoming 

beekeepers and give them advice to help them in any way we can, even if the 

products and bees they bought came from another company.  We are here to 

help everyone with their beekeeping needs and questions.                          

 We have a store here on the property to help beekeepers and we make 

items for the convenience of Alabama beekeepers.  Our hives are all cut and 

built on site and are built to last.  We carry everything from hivetools to com-

plete hives.  We carry four different styles of bee suits and jackets.  We are here 

for all your beekeeping needs.  Come see us and pick up what you need instead 

of ordering and waiting for delivery.                                                               

Upcoming events                                                                                       

We sell package bees and queens each year.  3 lb. Pkgs.  $110 each Queens $30each              

Due to rainy weather our dates for package and queen pick up has been changed.                                                                                                                           

The March 25th pick up has been changed to April 1st ***SOLD OUT***                              

The April 7th pick up has been changed to April 14th                                                               

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause to our customers.                                              

There will be an all day field day at our apiary March 5th (weather permitting) 8:30 to 5:00 

Schedule: 830 ï lunch -- Classroom (Lunch provided)                                                            

1:30 -5:00- Hands on in hive demonstrations and instruction and package installation            

The cost of this Field Day is $50.00                                                                                           

Annual Queen Rearing/ How to make Splits Class on April 15th and 16th.                           

For more information or questions call us at 256-523-4767 or 256-441-2887 

Thanks David and Lynne Kelton 

Advertisements  
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Advertisements  

Rear your own queens using the cell punch method.  No tedious transferring 

of delicate larvae.  This kit includes the cell punch tool as well as some other 

useful items to get you started raising queens.  Also included is 2 pages of 

instructions with color photos.  To obtain your kit send $20 plus $2.50 ship-

ping and handling to:   

Wil Montgomery                                                                                              

1401 Lakemont Drive S.                                                                                

Southside, Alabama 35907                                       Kit will ship the next day 


