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Letter from the President

Here it is the e
Il dm trying to find
§and supers on 't 6s
Il 6dm sure it is a bu:
ACES Symposium over
beekeeper sSsymposi um
Tvery successful, we

"'\and our spring picni

We have a n efvh e e
Stingderry Carter h

tive this edition. | 0m excited tha
responsibility. We may see a chang
mai | . I think youdl |l |l i ke what he

sure and thank him for stepping fo

And while wedre shaking hands,
how much you appreciate the 14 yea

job he did. We wil!/l mi ss him. Al so
in as the t eTrpeorSatriyin getednii tnokr hoef di d a

Itdés been a wet spring, or | at e
how my bees are doing. I know you
have-wowndgrered well and that you hay
you in May. at the picnic

Gerry Whit al

Letter from the Secretary/Treasurer

I had a great time working with
um. I don't have an exact number
Many thanks to all|l of those who h
Swann for manning the ABA boot h.

There are stildl sever al peopl e
are $10 and can be sent t o: Al aba
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Bridge Road Oneont

Some wupcoming
sociation are the
nuall Picnic and t
The picnic wildl b ¢
7' Mat Lanark Pavil
Wil dlife Federat.
Mi Il I brook, AL 360
informati on on t h
Stinger.

This year's annual meeting ‘had
October 1st, 2016 at the Cl anton ¢
Clant on, Al abama. More details w

meeting.

Thanks to David Kelton for gett
gratul ations to JerTrhye Garitndgreamt e r
a great job.

Bonnie Funde

Letter from the Editor

February was a busy month for t
tion. WeCHSydnpobbseum and the maste
Gerry Whitaker has mentioned. Mo r
|l i ke to say that | anfhheapSptyi ntgeeahb &y
say fAiwed because my wife has hel pe
ting together just one issue | ha\
this so many years. Many thanks t

Whi | e | am thanking people | w
tributed to this issue. [ t hough
print so | reached out to a | ot of
out . Some very busy people took t
staff also helped by contributing
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We have a | ot to |l ook forward t
over, soon swarms of bees wil/l be
try to make them stay, or at | east
everyone i s odleakinyow olr aSm!r i Agg Bonni
picnic wild/l be held at Lanar k Pavi

Mi |l br ook, Al 4" a mRo ro nt MMasye 7who want
directions.

DIRECTIONS TO LANARK FROM |-65 NORTH FROM MONTGOMERY: Take
[-65 North to Exit 179 (Prattville/Millbrook) Turn right (go east) on Cobbs Ford
Road approximately ¥4 mile and turn left on Edgewood Drive (first paved road
to the | eft past Chevron). At the ATO
and turn left onto Lanark Road.

FROM 1-65 SOUTH FROM BIRMINGHAM: Take | -65 South to Exit 179
(Prattville/Millbrook) Turn left (go east) on Cobbs Ford Road approximately ¥4

mile and turn left on Edgewood Drive (first paved road to the left past Chevron).

At the ATO0O in the road go right appr o:
Road.

To the Lanark Pavilion Stay Straight on Lanark road- do not turn right or left.
Follow the signs to parking area.

Jerry Carter

Claybird Bee Education Association

Claybird Bee Education Associ at

making his 6th trip to Hait.i i n ea
prove the | ife situations of f ami/l
with beekeeping. This trip promise
classes with many beekeepers inter
ment , as wel | as talks to open new
keepers. More to follow in future
Damon Wall ace

PresiCHawybird Bee Education Associ a
A 501 (c)3 organization
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2016 ACES Beekeeping Symposium

The*@2nlnual Auburn
erative Extensio
Symposium was h'e
in Clanton Al aba
the Clanton Conf
ing Arts Center N
ences and to \k%

o
most knowledgeab %
country. This e -

M}
in size and importaé'nd:ia6 aAsCEbSeeSl%,poi

becomes more popul ar.

Coop-

I talked with some of the peopl
vto be oxalic acid. Dr . |
't i tTlheed Hi story and Use of

| i ng Vartrhoaat Miatsesvery i nf

Berry also talked a bit a

tion. As of this printin

trol for varroa has not b

bama. | spoke with a rep

Bee Farm, a supplier of o

state inspector for my ar

: ing on paperwork from the
Dr. JamesgfEpr de@eal . Wes did state

woul d use an unapproved source of
l ong ter m.

There were many other topics a

burg put together an i mpressive b
basics of keeping bees, while Dr.
the main progr am. I't was | i ke twgc

speakers for a great job.

A | ot of effort and behind t he

event each year. From organi zing
me al . Al so the vendors come a | on
er s. Thanks to all who made this

hoping this event continuesJémory ma
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YOUNG BEEKEEPER
PROGRAM

maki

‘Do you love the outdoors?

- Newsletter of the Alabama Beekeepers Association

Young Beekeeper Program

~ Update

by Roslyn Horton

THANK
has |
progranmn
promi sed
Beekeepe

A hearty
everyone who
ng the
poi nt As
the Young

Do you like learning new things? completed and avai

Are you up for a challenge? ationwebsitee al abamabeeke

o —O | f you have not s

ponsoning amentornpprogamfr | abel ed " Youth in

students to learn how to be a beekeeper! near t h e b ottom | (

Open to all Alabama students 12-7‘6 years |l i nk S to th e pr 0 gr

of age who are new to beekeeping.
that section. One
Deadline for entry is July 15, 2016. fl yer , me ant t o b

e Doards or handed ¢

* e mentorship program information. actual contract t
“‘gui rements of each
what their role is.

[ would urge all active | ocal
gr am. The document is |l engthy but
chose the |l ogo being used is that
enti-ABAas | ocal affiliate c¢clubs and
gon is filled in and the names t he
year Each entity's requirements f

Students wishing to participate
essay to their | ocal beekeeping cl
and their parents wunderstand and a
the program. From there the | ocal
package as they are the ones that
period of 24 months. Just to be cl
keeping background. The program i s
cants with beekeeper first or seco
February 2016 Page 6
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Foxhound Bee Company 0 by Adam Hickman

Beekeeping is a truly perfect h
Keeping bees combines the passi ons
Long before being a beekeeper, [ I

Woodworking threads itself seaml es
great way to justify the two. I 6 m
feel beekeepers as a group are the
This is why there are so many opin
works for them. Anyone who has kep
me when | say it is work. Fortunat
share with so many peopl e. You <can
equity into the bees, summer days
nately i f we get worn and tired, w

ni ously carried away by an up and

Academicall vy, I split my ti me
and business. Professionally, I h a
tion with a kitchen. The past siXx
f oGooking LightWrMagapgindgasting and
how my days are typically spent.
turned to beekeeping during the we
done properly, beekeeping can be a
beekeepers with only a couple of h
from honey on gadget s. From poll en
ger supplier willing to take your

More than a year ago, my wi f e,

Company, whi ch
for one of my
teaching. I ea
about bees and
mai l ed to answ
beekeeping and
intimidating t
mi nol ogy is co
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opinions are hot and ready to fly.
ners need a source to turn to whic
business so far. We have kept bees
tion) and top bar hives as well. W
see the appeal in not treating bee
keep bees and only a few wrong way s
keepers navigate their new hobby ai
bees.
Though we | ove teaching, | ove d
Co, we have committed a | ot of t i
equi pment, as well as top bar hives
beekeeping gadgets. We doné6ét right
there are so many options, we choo:
keepers with what they wil!/l need t
need equipment to keep their bees
wi |1 |l ast |l onger than you will . We
through education and quality equinp
We have found the hardest part
the | egal side. Staying on top of
been difficult. There are many mov.
ness on the Aup and up.o6 It is a c
It is a complicated process runnin
regul ations make it even more diff
cate things at some point in my |if
There is a real temptation in b
gr ow, gr ow, gr ow. There is a reaso
keep two hives to begin with. The
ur busi ness, it i's better to do a

We haven't bought a building for o
We need the boat to come much <cl os
Overcommi tting and overinvesting i
ground our Dbusiness and temper our
time you read the book, and it i S
introduce ourselves to Al abama Beel
reputation for friendly service anc
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The downside of going slowly i
consistently and for the |l ong term
ardize the business or the family.

Adam Hi ckman

To |l earn more about Ff oaxxhhoouunndd bBeeeec oCr

Alabama Master Beekeeper Program

The Al abama
keepers had th
tion program afg
forming Arts C
11" hrough" th@e16
program first {
Tewbdbs annual S i
ruary 2010 at
with our first
We had an over
to start an Al abgstmadeMastiedstBag-f ol

keeper Certification Program. On
program each year since it began.
keepers.
I would Iike to thank Dr. Jim T
and help since day one as instruct
I am filling in for Keith FIlet
ously 111 from complications due t
Friday. Pl ease keep his family, e
I f you would | ike to participa
bama Master Brewewk eael pacbra ntaanatsae eb dgie k €
| earning adventure in beekeeping.
Thanks,

David Kelton AMB

Congratulations to Joesph Austin a
Al abama Master FKeoaolgeapardsati ons, as
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The

UNIVERSITYof

A5 MONTEVALLO

SHELBY COUNTY BEEKEEPERS RSSOCIATION & The University of Montevallo

Presents I

Michael Bush ~ Author / Speaker
The Natural Cell Method of Beekeeping

The case for natural cells. Since workers are from one size and drones from
another and since beekeepers for more than a century have viewed drones P
as the enemy of production, beekeepers use foundation to control the size /é 3

. A ] g &
cells the bees make. It even affects the control of the deadly varroa mite Rocky Heights

population. Join us as Michael Bush makes the case for cell size in our hives. PRINT . BINDING
205-408-1198 ~ Pelham, AL

Saturday, Mal‘Ch 5, 2016 Is_oqation: Crcl)[mer H:;III (El\(l’.Ch Street,
Early Registration 8:30 am. Opening 9:00-3:30pm [ >tton 6420, Montevallo, AL 35115
Pre-registration Cost thru Friday, March 4: $35.00 | Contact: Call:(205) 912-8248

Walk-ins March 5: $45.00 Brandon Blankenship, SCBA President
Officers of local & state beekeeping Association receive Erg:l?ilcl);l.blankenship@ outlook.com

10% off of your ticket.
ALL Prices include Box Lunch Meal, drawing for Free Tshirts & Giveaways!
PURCHASE TICKETS online at Shelbybees.org

How | Accidently Wrote A Beekeeping Book o)
by Michael Bush

I apol ogize for so much rambl in
where | am in beekeeping and it ran

When | first started, | t hought
free honey. | had no idea how muc
di dnét know it was cheaper to just
bees were addicting. I dondt know
warning | abels on beekeeping things
of warning. I was dirt poor at t he
ment from scrap wood and did cutou
what | was doing and only had a vei
so | got stung a | ot. The state be
on my own. Eventually | met anoth
My real teachers were the bees and
Doolittl e, Al . Root and Roy Grout

more prosperous and bought many beece
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zines. But as ti me went on, it se
new gadgets and spending money, S
month to mont h, so what was | goin
dat e?

From the beginning | was totall
the most fascinating creatures | h
ything | am learning about, but other things | would eventually reach the end of
wha't I wanted to know about t hem.
| east somewhat . I got busy with o
They did their work and | did mine
would try some different genetics
queen hives or hori zont al hi ves, b

From fairly early | had Buckf a:
tered well in my <c¢limate and were
cheal mites came | didndét notice.
mites. When the Varroa mites arri
Sever al years after the tracheal n
figure out why so | just got mor e
somet hing was happening that | nee
ing about the mites and the probl
Part of my probl em, t hough, was t
ments now for decades and the idea
(re | abeled as acaracides) was abh
i nsecticides. [ donét spray them
have preached against them for vyea
them in a beehive? Al | the beeke
give you a |l ecture on the evils of
The pesticide treadmil|l is the fac
mi es and then you make the problen
i mize the aphids, you spray for ay
sects that eat the aphids and the
predator s. The same with mosquito
toes is easy. Just spray for mos
(directly) and starve other insect
the mosquitoes and when the next I
nothing or |little for to eat them.
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from the start. But at the time |
Everything | read said that if you
al |l di e. That had been my experie
clusion. | started |l ooking for an:
tom boards because that was about
and it would help me monitor the V:
Finally, one day when scouring
entry for dAsmal.l cel | foundation. 0o
l ing Varroa but should only be usce
beekeeping, at t hat point, for 26
enced, yet | had no idea what it W
keeper woul dnot know about how to
searching for i nformati on on fi's ma
Beesource.com and the writings of I
who not only BELIEVED it was possi
someone who had a thousand hives t
basis of the smal/| cel |l argument ,
sense, but it also made sense that
them might be just as bad. Why noj
had experimented with natural c omb
of cel | si ze, so | | et the bees bu
measur ed. Sizes varied, but it w a
of the brood nest. Smal | cel |l i S
t hat s mal | on their own, | wasnot :
|l et them build what they want. Wh
make that | etting the bees build wl
rather than argue what natur al cel l
Part of the result of the arriwv
dreds of experiments | wanted to t
hives (give or take three) and t ho
started expanding. But in the pro
order to keep upTWwetbthbosehergrahl
started posting things on WBeas dursd
used my real name, thinking (erro
couldnét getbeembé¢e@inidays abwoma val ue

February 2016
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found myself describing things for
post one on the forum at the ti me)
l'inks in the posts. Some things

woul d get repeated often, so | wou
the website grew | bought a domai n
topic on its own page. As it grev
really didnot have ti me. One day
someone came up with a three ring

knew what it was. I did not. It

people who asked about a book, t ha
free online. Eventually | reorgan
And that is how | accidently wrote

Mi chael Bush

Early Spring Management 0 by Rusty Hivetool

This article was prompted by t

My wife says that | attend too man
I l ear n. The program at the aforen
Spring Management. The questions f
steered the discussion in this dir
there were differing responses to
and part of the fascination. I h a\
Whenever you are discussing bees,
Weat her, plants, and bees change f

Read. Some of the beekeeping s
mation in addition to their produc
guestions. Learn from other beekee

ing magazine.

Take inventory. You say that vy
just a hobby. Regardl ess, you shou

February 2016 Page 13
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l ead time for al most everything yol
much woodenware is available for as
tion? How many empty jars are back
seal s, and the granulation | abel s?
hives that you now own? Where is y
|l east one nuc. Il s your nuc ready fo

One of the characteristics of s
they write down their goal s. Have vy
the ti me.

OQur beekeeping activities at any
side. My mentor told me that 75% of
any accurate analysis of his staten
very experienced beekeeper. So, wh e
While the weather is encouraging me
some of the clutter in my shop so |
some of the clwdrntlkperailddweTh enef itrost
is constructing new and repairing
privilege of wvisiting with a very e
shop, | saw what appeared to be a w
assembled frames, with foundati on,
not need to construct that many fr e
frames prepared for spring manageme
or irregular or disfigured frames,
maybe for a swarm you are going to
AAnticipate, donét react! o | <credit
someone el se. My wife would say, A
frames. So, have some frames on han
per s. Painting, l'i kely my | east enj
money because that woodenware i s go
chase replacement s.

What are your plans for this spr

havendt you? Are you going to make

Purchase nucs? Purchase packages? (
tight? It is really challenging to
make splits or attempt to collect ¢
boxes with a bottom board and | id;

February 2016 Page 14
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ndati on. With the current beekee
ould you wish to maintain your ¢

I f you wuse them, where are youl

t l eave a gqueen excluder on over
d move that queen excluder up at
s too much burr c¢comb, bring it i
s are inside. Clean t hem. I f you
at wooden fr ame.

I hope this is not too offensi\
ing equi pment |l ast season? No? V
), put your equipment out where
ery molecule of honey.

Do you plan to feed your <col on

re the sugar syrup. Add a | ittl
w much | emongrass oil ? | am not
r use as soon as you determine t
Are you planning to raise one
ueen colonies that have ol d quee
Finally, now the weather is nic
planning to do? John Mynard want
uld open any of my col onies for
rm days, I suggest that you chec
out the condition of a colony ma
rative flight activity. Sltirmegfgearr o
l ony inspkdcitd oomne Jdiay iars January
adouts happen. Dondét be discoura
S . Donét just Il eave the empty hi
war e. I f you are unsure of the r
re experienced beekeeper. Be pre
Check the stores in each hive
ough to get a feel for the weigh
|l earn which hive is heavy with
eds feeding. You have already ma

February 2016 Page 15
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Do you have any pollen substitu:
put these on your <col onies. I once
patties on between Christmas and Ne
It is very easy for a colony to bui

When it is warm enough to open

check for queen activity such as e
the Aug8sim@€@mb5di ng col ony inspecti
knowl edgeabl e beekeeper, that | Vvi s
capped pupae by the pattern of egg:
the time you are making this first
second or third brood cycle. What ¢
no signs of queen activity? Do you

When do you plan to add surplus
pers |l ast year? Didndét you start k
ties? So, start keeping that record

What is your plan when someone
yard? Thatdés another chapter, altog

Think! Itdés part of what separ af

Rusty Hiveto

One More Thought From The Editor

I wanted t d hme rSttiilismnf edtrrh ag | | Al ab:
would | i ke to hear what you think.
should do a feature on or have an i
l's your county <c¢club having any ev
carterbees@charter. net

I have alsoThddé&di age»t | oft ot he
for fun, someti mes | may use it t o
i ssue. This monthdéds question is..
http:// kwi ksurveys. com/ glakje6 paa®@XP 4 g
to hear from you.

Jerry Car
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Advertisements
Lookout Mountain Honey Bees

As one of the founders of the A
and one of only two Certified Wels
want al |l beekeepers, beginners to
We are a husband and wife team who
not hing more rewarding for us than
mentored, sold packages to, or bui
and prosper with their bees.

We not only teach classes at di
beginner course each year to get m
precious creatures.

This is not just a job for wus,
We talk to hundreds of beekeepers
beekeepers and give them advice to
products and bees they bought c¢ame
help everyone with their beekeepin

We have a store here on the pro
items for the convenience of Al aba

built on site and are built to | as
pl ete hives. We carry four differ
for all your beekeeping needs. Co
of ordering and waiting for delive
Upcoming events

We sell package bees and queens each year

Due to rainy weather our dates for packag
The Ma'fthdhck25up has bech*tBOLPeOUTO*Apr i
The Apriiclk up has beeh”" changed to April 1:¢
Sorry for any inconvenience this may caus
There will be an all daywéaeher dpgr mitt oium
Schedulleun®B&@Gssroom (Lunch provided)

1: 0 HrwnNnds on in hive demonstrations and
The cost of this Field Day is $50.00
Annual Queen Rearing/ How thnomi™é Splits
For more informati onb 287 6g7u edst2igdBmgs c al | us

Thanks David and Lynne Kelton
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Rear your own queens using the
of delicate | arvae. This kit
usef ul items to get you started
instructions with color photos.
ping and handling to:

Wi | Mont gomery
1401 Lakemont Drive S.
Sout hsi de, Al abama 35907
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